12 Colorado Visual
Arts standards
explained
Colorado State Visual Arts Standards K12
1. Observe and Learn to Comprehend
2. Envision and Critique to Reflect
3. Invent and Discover to Create
4. Relate and Connect to Transfer
The Colorado State Standards in the Visual Arts contain the 4 standards in the table above for
grades K12. They become increasingly more detailed and advanced as students develop and
grow from one grade to the next.
Standard 1 for 12 is about looking at artworks and determining meaning in them.
Students will have the knowledge that works of art of express feelings. They can look at an
artwork and describe the feelings the artist was trying to express. Students understand that
artwork is a visual form to record the stories of people, places or things. Students understand
and can describe the ideas portrayed in works of art. Students use and display a knowledge of
art and design principles when discussing artwork. Art and design principles are ( line, shape,
color, form, texture, value, space, balance, contrast, emphasis, movement, pattern, rhythm and
unity).
Standard 2 for 12 is about looking at artwork personally reflecting about it. Students
can interpret connections to the stories told in works of art and describe them. Students
understand that artists can use many ways to convey ideas and meaning in art.
Standard 3 for 12 is about creating artwork. Students create two and threedimensional
works of art based on personal relevance. Students can uses basic media to express ideas
through the artmaking process. Students can uses materials and processes in traditional,
unique, and inventive ways in their own artwork.
Standard 4 for 12 is about making connections. Students c ontribute and connect art to
one’s community. They can respond to human experience by relating art, either their own on
someone else's, to the community. Students make art with, about and for others.
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