Kindergarten Year At-A
Glance

Wellness
The goal of the kindergarten social emotional program is to create a safe, productive learning
environment that empowers each child to take responsibility for his/her actions. To reinforce
qualities such as compassion, patience, and tolerance that are within us, we joined together as an
entire school to incorporate the TOOLBOX approach for our class and ourselves. As Mark A. Collin,
the creator of The Tool box states, “the Toolbox offers a common language based on the metaphor
of tools that rekindles the intrinsic goodness and wholeness that lies within children, their families,
and communities. The “common language” is rooted in self-knowledge, self-awareness, non-violence,
and empathy for others.”

Outdoor Education
In the fall, we usually take 2-3 field trips in September and October. This year we plan
to spend time learning about animals and plants. In the winter we may go to ACES and
the top of Aspen Mountain to learn about animals in the winter. In the late spring, we will
spend three days camping at The End of the Road Ranch in Newcastle.

El Tioga
El Tioga This is an occasional hot lunch fundraiser hosted by a Learning Center.
For around $5, your child can purchase a lunch, which has been mainly prepared
by parents of the children in the learning center that is hosting the EL Tioga that
day. El Tioga serves as a fundraiser for the hosting learning center. The Ks will
participate in at least two, maybe three. The first one is The Harvest Fest on
Thursday, September 28th. In the past the Ks have contributed stone soup. The
parents have generously donated food and helped on the day of the event. The
money raised will be be given to support children and teachers that have been
impacted by Hurricane Harvey. Please look at the signup sheet on the table and
see if you can help make this a successful event.

Harvest Meal

Gift Giving
Gift Giving In December the Kindergarteners invite the entire school to bring toiletries,
books, and stuffed animals to fill gift bags that go to The Family Visitor Center in Glenwood.
The Ks make posters, decorate bags, and fill the bags with the help of older children. This
community outreach gives our children an opportunity to put generosity into action.

Explorers’ Club
Starting in January and continuing through March, your child will have a chance to
explore a topic about animals of his/her choice such as cats, snakes, and
dolphins. He/she will have an opportunity to learn through books, art, field trips,
videos, and guests. This is a popular unit. Children are so excited to hone in on
the topic of their choice. It’s a great opportunity for parents who are experts in a
particular topic to visit the class and share their expertise.

Cross-Country Skiing
After the winter holiday break, the Ks will have an opportunity to learn how
to cross country ski. ACS provides all of the ski equipment. We’ll ask that
your child has the proper socks, goggles, hat, mittens, pants, and jacket on
hand. Your child will learn basic XC-skiing techniques as well as trail etiquette.
After sufficient practice on campus, we will head out to ski on trials in the
valley. This is a long tradition at ACS. The children love it and it’s a fun way to
enjoy the winter scenery.

Empty Bowls
ACS joins up with Aspen Middle School and Aspen
Country Day to put on this fabulous fundraiser for Lift
Up. Students create pottery bowls in art class to sell
at the event, which takes place the first week in
March. Attendees to Empty Bowls purchase a bowl to
fill with soup donated by the restaurants. At the end of
the evening, they get to take home their new bowl.
The evening is a big family gathering at Bumps
Restaurant at Buttermilk.

Spring Musical
For more than 40 years, ACS has put on an annual Spring Musical. From
tryouts in the central area to two nights of performance at The Wheeler
Opera House, this is nearly a month long, school wide event. A few years ago,
our amazing principal, Jim Gilchrist wrote “You might be asking why we engage
in such as gigantic project as creating and producing an original musical in 3
and one half weeks with a mess of 5-14 year olds. The following reasons are
why we believe the spring musical encourages, enhances, and impels students
toward reaching some very important educational goals:
Effort-The most powerful learning message we can give our children is that
hard work and effort lead to success.

Spring Musical Continued
Interconnected Learning-Academic, social, artistic, and community building
skills are deeply woven into each day during the musical. Students have a
direct experience with the interconnected nature of learning and success.
Community- The best way to be a community is to do something as a
community. The bigger the task the greater the potential reward and
learning.
We realize this entire process is big for the Ks. Depending on how they are
feeling,they can perform one or both nights.

Backstage at the Wheeler Opera House

