
Mosaic Unit 3-4 
  

This unit will follow the Colorado State Standards in the Visual Arts.  They are outlined 
for you below.  Please read them to become familiar with what your child is learning 
about in the visual arts classroom.  

  

    
 

    
 
This unit will be about creating artwork that communicates a personal interest through 
imagery using the art medium of mosaic. Students will learn specific art techniques and 
processes in mosaic arts using paper instead of tile.  Students will look at various 
pieces of art made from this medium and learn about the history of mosaics.  Students 
will plan final pieces first with drawing and learning how to use a light box to help 
transfer their plans into a final mosaic piece with no markings on the paper except small 
tiles.  



Mosaics are made by setting coloured pieces into "mortar" (cement) which sets 
hard and holds the pieces in place. Some mosaics are made of round pebbles, and 
have only two or three colours. Other mosaics are made of marble. Many mosaics, 
particularly in Italy, are made of terracotta tiles. (Terracotta is "fired" clay that has been 
baked in an oven.) Terracotta tiles come in many colours and can be used for colourful 
pictures as well as patterns. Some tiles look as if they are made of pure gold. These 
tiles are actually made of glass and have a very thin "leaf" of gold stuck to one side. The 
side with the gold gets put into the mortar. Then the gold can be seen through the glass, 
but cannot be scratched off.  Mosaics often last for a very long time. There are still 
plenty of mosaics which were made by the Ancient Romans. They can be seen in Italy, 
England, France, as well as other countries that were once part of the Roman Empire. 
Many beautiful mosaics date from the Early Christian and Byzantine eras, from about 
300 AD to 1400, in Italy, Greece,and other countries. The mosaics in churches usually 
have pictures which tell Bible stories. Mosaics were a popular way to decorate churches 
in Italy in the Medieval period. They were not popular in England, France, Germany and 
countries of Northern Europe because they preferred to use stained glass windows as 
decoration. Nowadays mosaics are still used in all sorts of ways. Mosaics are most 
often used to brighten up public places in cities. Modern mosaics are made of all sorts 
of materials: mosaic tiles, bathroom tiles, broken roof tiles, broken dishes, broken 
mirrors, bits of metal and old bricks.  (http://www.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Mosaic) 
 
 
 
 
 

Visual Art Standards 
Colorado State Visual Arts Standards K-12 
1. Observe and Learn to Comprehend 
2. Envision and Critique to Reflect 
3. Invent and Discover to Create 
4. Relate and Connect to Transfer 
 
The Colorado State Standards in the Visual Arts contain the 4 standards in the table above for 
grades K-12.  They become increasingly more detailed and advanced as students develop and 
grow from one grade to the next.  

 
Standard 1 for 3-4 is about looking at artworks and determining meaning in them. 

Students will use art and design principles (line, shape, color, form, texture, value, space, 
balance, contrast, emphasis, movement, pattern, rhythm and unity) to determine meaning and 
describe it while looking at 2D and 3D pieces of art.  Students can recognize that works of art 
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have intent and purpose and describe this.  Students understand that artworks can express 
different points of view and they can look at art and describe these viewpoints. Students can 
talk about artwork and respond to what they see using inference and empathy.  

 
Standard 2 for 3-4 is about looking at artwork, critiquing it and personally reflecting. 

Students can use specific art vocabulary to respond to their own art and the art of others. 
Students can discover the meaning of an artwork based on art and design principles 
(outlined in standard 1). Students can talk about a piece of artwork and judge it based on a 
specific set of criteria, such as technique, craftsmanship, use of color to convey a mood, 
etc.  

Standard 3 for 3-4 is about creating artwork. Students use basic media to express 
ideas through the art-making process.  Students demonstrate the use of materials and 
processes in traditional, unique, and inventive ways while creating their own art.  
 
  Standard 4 for 3-4 is about making connections.  Students can connect individual ideas 
to describe the meaning of works of art either while looking at their own artwork or the art of 
others. Students can also make personal meaning in works of art.  Students can recognize 
that historical and cultural ideas are evident in works of art.  Students can look at art and 
interpret the historical time period and cultural setting in the piece of art.  
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